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Award winners, as well as key organizers, of the 2009 Capstone Honours Awards. 
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P l e a s e  R S V P  b y  4 : 0 0  p m .              
Monday, May 11, 2009. 
 
RSVP Onlin e for our event at  
 
http://maillists.bijouenhancements.com/sme/ 
 
PLEASE DO NOT “ REPLY”  TO THIS NEWSLETTER 
 
The SME Norther n Ligh ts Chapter normally  holds 
tech nical meeting s on the second Wednesday of 
each month except for the month of July and Au-
gust.   
 
REMEMBER… 
Studen ts and stud ent members that attend the SME 
dinner meeting have a chance to win a FREE dinn er 
drawn at the end of the meeting. 

For  the latest information check-out  
http://chapters.sme.org/c370/ 

SME Northern Lights Chapter 370 proudly presents . . . . 
 

The Little Potato Company (LPC Plant Tour)  
 

By: Jim Matthews, Director of Operations 
 

In 1996, Jacob van der Schaff wondered aloud why the small potatoes he enjoyed so much while 
growing up in Holland weren’t available here.  So he and his daughter Angela Santiago, now the com-
pany CEO, decided to grow a small one-acre patch of potatoes just outside of Edmonton.  The re-
sponse from restaurants and retailers was very positive, and from this small start, LPC has grown to 
over $15 million in annual sales.  Now with a 30,000 square foot facility in northwest Edmonton, the 
potatoes are washed, graded, packed, and distributed to retail and food service customers across 
Canada.    More information about the company can be found at www.littlepotatoes.com. 
 

Our host for the tour will be Jim Matthews, the company’s Director of Operations.  Prior to joining LPC 
a year and a half ago, he spent 22 years with Sears, in roles ranging from floor sales to store man-
ager.  He also spent a year as a store manager for the Home Depot.  He’ll tell us a bit about the com-
pany, lead us through the various processes used in the plant, and show how lean manufacturing is 
being applied to help manage the company’s rapid growth. 
 

* * * IMPORTANT REGISTRATION INFORMATION * * * 
 

Note that space is limited, as our hosts can only accommodate 25 visitors.  Registration must be 
made on-line at http://maillists.bijouenhancements.com/sme/, and is on a first-come, first-served basis.  
Registration is open to SME members only until 5:00 p.m., Wednesday, May 6th.  After that time, if 
space is still available, non-members may register.  The deadline for registration is 4:00 p.m., Monday, 
May 11th.  Late registrations will not be accepted.  Everyone using the on-line registration will receive 
confirmation by e-mail whether or not they are on the guest list.   

WHERE TO GO! 

 
   Univ ersit y Faculty  Club 

    11435 Saskatc hewan Driv e 
 

Wednesday, May 13, 2009 
 

       Social Hour: 5:30 to 6:00 pm 
       Dinner: 6:00 to 7:00 pm                                        
       Presenta tion: 7:00 to 8:00 pm 

     COST: $30 members 
          $30 firs t time  guests                                                   

      $40 non members 
            $10 student memb ers 

        $15 stud ent guests  

Member pric ing is  always extended to members of 
other tech nical societie s such as ASM, AWS, CWA, 
NACE, CSME, ASME, etc.  

WHERE TO GO! 

 
   Univ ersit y Faculty  Club 

    11435 Saskatc hewan Driv e 
 

Wednesday, May 13, 2009 
 

       Social Time: 5:30 to 6:30 pm 
       Dinner: 6:30 to 7:30 pm 
       Tour: 8:00 to 9:00 pm @ LPC; 11720-170 NW St 

     COST: $30 members 
          $30 firs t time  guests                                                   

      $40 non members 
             $10 student members 

        $15 stud ent guests  

Member pric ing is always extended to members of oth er 
tech nical societies such as ASM, AWS, CWA, NACE, 
CSME, ASME, etc. 
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The Little Potato Company (LPC Plant Tour)  
 

 
 

  
Location and parking information for the Little Potato Company Plant. 

 
 



Northern Light s Chapter  Executive 2009 

Chair 
Calvin Austrom, caustrom@masterflo.com 
Master Flo Valve Inc, 780-468-4433 
 

Chair-elect 
David Jerrett, djerrett@alpin.com 
David Aplin Recruiting, 780-421-4680 
 
 

Secretary 
Alex Connell, alex.connell@sulzer.com 
Sulzer, 780-992-5117 
 
 

Treasurer 
Bud Childs, winston.childs@woodgroup.com 
Wood Group Pressure Controls, 780-450-3401 
 
 

Vice-Chair, Membership 
Sherif Labib, sherifl@wellquip.ca 
 
 

Vice-Chair, Technical Programming 
Nolan Serink, nolans@titanlogix.com 
Titan Logix Corp, 780-462-4085 ext. 240 
 

Vice-Chair, Special Projects 
Dave deJong, caprica@shaw.ca 
Caprica Consulting, 780-819-7049 
 
 

Vice-Chair, Communications 
Gordon Affleck, gordon.affleck@woodgroup.com 
Wood Group Pressure Controls, 780-450-3401 
 
 

Capstone Committee Chair 
Cole Nychka, chair@capstoneawards.com 
ATCO Gas, 780-420-3868 
 
 

Past Chair 
Curt Stout, curt.stout@ualberta.ca 
University of Alberta, 780-492-6927 
 
Mailing Address 
Society of Manufacturing Engineers 
Northern Lights Chapter #370 
5328 Calgary Trail South 
Box 1333 
Edmonton, AB T6H 4J8 

Thank you... 
for reading the Northern Lights.  If 
you are interested in presenting at a 
SME dinner, please contact Nolan 
Serink at nolans@titanlogix.com. Kindly 
include the field you are working in 
and the subject you are interested in 
presenting to the chapter members 
and guests.  

Remember to keep SME information current 
 

!" We do not wish any of our members or friends to miss a newsletter. Please make sure to 
inform the newsletter editor of any changes to your email or employment address.  

  
!" If you have any newsworthy stories or information, we would be pleased to include it in 

our newsletter, subject to editorial approval. 
 
!" If you know of anyone who would like to receive this newsletter, please send them to 

http://maillists.bijouenhancements.com/lists/ . The best part about it—it’s FREE!! 

 

SME Northern Lights Chapter 370  
April’s Presentations & Announcements  

 

2009 Capstone Honours Awards 
 

On April 7th educators, family mem-
bers, friends, and corporate sponsors 
gathered together to celebrate the best 
of the U of A Mechanical Engineering 
student body at the 2009 Capstone 
Honours Awards.  The annual affair 
honoured mechanical engineering stu-
dents judged to have the best design for 
their final year.  The final year designs 
judged to be the best were an interface 
that would facilitate motion in aiding 
physiotherapy, a redesign of the front 
suspension for the 2010 U of A For-
mula SAE car, a device that allowed 
post-operative adjustment for people 
who have had Strabismus surgery, and a suspension system for an 
inline pipe inspection tool.  The SME Northern Lights Chapter con-
gratulates all award winners on their submissions, as well as all the 
best to all graduating students in their future endeavors.   
 

SME Northern Lights Executive                  
Announcement 

 

The Northern Lights Chapter would like to welcome to the executive 
Nolan Serink as Vice-Chair to Technical Programming.  As VC to 
Technical programming Nolan will contact potential speakers and ar-
range for them to present at the chapter meetings or facilitate tours.  
The chapter would like to extend an very appreciative thank you to 
Nolan for taking on this position. 

The Northern LightsThe Northern Lights  
HighlightsHighlights 

One of the ongoing U of A      
Mechanical Engineering projects 
an autonomous robotic vehicle. 



* Conference registration includes full access to the show floor, keynote speaker, reception, the town hall
experience, lunch on both days and exclusive technology sessions and demonstrations.  

CON FEREN CE AT-A -GLAN CE

At the Western Manufacturing Technology Show  (WMTS)

June 16 - 18, 2009
Nor thlands Park AgriCom, Edmonton, Alber ta Canada

Exhibits 
on the 

Show Floor 
Open to 

Conference 
Attendees

10:00 a.m. 
to 

4:00 p.m.

Contact canadasales@sme.or g 
or call 888.322.7333. 
www .wmtsconfer ence.ca

8:00 a.m. 8:00 a.m.
Continental Breakfast Continental Breakfast

10:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. Conference Check-In 10:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. Conference Check-In

11:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 11:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
Technology Session 1 Technology Session 3

12:30 p.m. – 1:30 p.m. 12:30 p.m. – 1:30 p.m.
Lunch vouchers pr ovided Confer ence Luncheon 

on the show floor and Speaker

9:00 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. 9:00 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
WMTS Keynote Addr ess WMTS Town Hall Experience

1:30 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
Technology Session 2

Par tner: 
American Welding Society (AWS)

4:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. 
WMTS Networking Reception

1:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Technology Session 4 

Par tner: 
American Welding Society (AWS)

Demonst r at ions held 
at  WeldExpo

DAY 2
W ednesday , June 17, 2009

Show hours 10:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.

DAY 3
Thursday , June 18, 2009

Show hours 10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

DAY 1
Tuesday , June 16, 2009

Show hours 10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.


